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Waacs, V. A. D.’s, &c.
HE exteat to which riding a hobby
to the extreme ean spoil an other-
wise good job is perfeetly illustrated in
The Sword of Deborah, by F. Tennyson
Jesse. This woman writer was given a
commission to go to Franee and Belgium
during the war and make a study of what
the women's organizations, such as the
Volunteer Aid Detachment (generally
known as the V. A. D.’s) and the Woman's

Auxiliary Army Corps (in popular par-

lance the Waaes) were doing ot the front
and behind the lines New .. Jemse

possesses a partienlar aversion (v com-
munal life, and sinee it is thus that prae-
tically all of the young women who be-
longed to these organirations Iived, Mrs.
Jesse waxes impatient over sueh condi-
tions to a tiresome degree.

So moeh has been written about the
V. A. D.'s and the Wases that Mrs. Jesse
tells us bitle that is new exeept details of
their life, such as the purely feminine
fashion in which they decorated their of-
* fices and rooms. The deseriptions are of
the woman’s magnzine order and much
more attention is paid to these malters
than to the serviee work this legion of
women performed and made good in as
a part of the British forees in the field.
Possibly she did not mean to, but her
book leaves the impression of a snobbish
kind of eondeseension toward {hese gallant
and hard working young women who, in
the words of one admiring male officer
“had their great adventure.”

THE SWORD OF DEBORAH.
NYS0N JEsSSE

By F. Texs-
George H. Doran Com-

A Capital

1E armistice which went into effeet

at 11 o'clock on the moming of
November 11, 1918, rounded out a half
eentury of surpassing inferest in the his-
tory of the world.

It had witnessed the rise and fall of
the modern German Empire. It illus
trated the malevolent power of edueation,
when perveried for evil parposes, in eon-
vineing the heart and intelleet of a great
people that might should be regarded as
the sole standard and test of right. Most
of all, let us hope, it doomed forever the
aspirstions of autocratic militarism to
dominate mankind.

Naturaily the history of such a period
presents a world wide appeal. Every-
body—those whom we are acenstomed to
typify by + ¢h phrases as The Man in
the Strec'. _ he Man at the Club Window
and th» Jmnipresent and omnivorous
Gene 2 leader—wants to know some-
thing about the events that led up to the
cataclysm of the downfall of Germany.
A conseiousmess of ignoranes on these
subjects has beeome mlolerable snd so
it is thst such a book as Fifty Years of
Europe by Prof. Charles Downer Hazen
of Columbia University, philosophically
coneeived and admirably exeeuted, is sure
of a wide welcome, once its scope and
charaeter are generally understood.

A professor of history in a great oni-
versity it to his position to econtrib-
ute ing, if he can, to the mass of
the world's informafion in his partieniar
branch of study. Prof. Hazen has well
fulfilled this obligation on his parh A
manusl of history, like a condensed novel,
is usually the dullest of books. This vol-
ume of 400 pages is not longer than most
such manuals, but any one who passed it
by with the idea that it was equally dry
would make an unfortunate mistake. It
abounds With interest throughout.

The story of the nations reads like "a
tale that is told,” yet aceuracy is not
sacrificed in order to make the narrative
attractive. Indeed, it would be diffieult

to name any American writer who excels
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Dr. James H. Hyslop, author of “Contact With the Other Worlds."”

Prof. Hazen in the power of condensa-
tion without diminution of intcrest. The
manifestation of this power in the pres-
ent work makes it unmique.

1L

In order to form a background essen-
tinl to an appreeiation of the evenis of
the last fifty yenrs the author is obliged
to sketch a considerable period anfece-
dent to 1870, whieh was “a year of eul-
mination and fruition, the end of omne
period, the beginming of another.” Not
only did the war of 1870 create the Ger-
man Empire: “It completed also the uni-
fieation of Italy by giving to the King-
dom as ifs capital the incomparable cty
of Rome. It overthrew the Second Em-
pire in France and produeed the Third
Republic. It robbed Franee of Alsace-
Lorraine for the benefit of Germany and
thus embedded militartsm in the life of
Europe.

The eight pages of the first chapter in
which Prof. Hazen deseribes the unifica-
tion of Italy aptly illustrate the rare
quality which we bave atiributed to him
as a writer of condepsed history. As a
rule only speeial students appreciate the
respective parts played by Mazzini, Ca-
vour and Garibaldi in making Ifaly free
from the Alps to the Adriatie, from Spar-
tivent to Capo Fine. Prof. Hazen shows
in a few words how their ific differ-
ences in temperament and their oppesing
views concerming the best means fo be
adopted all Jed in the end to the se-
ecomplishment of the great purpose to
which their lives were devoled.

In the following paragraph the author
presents a striking picture of Italy a
century ago:

“There was fhan no Italian nation, but
there existed within the pepinsula ten
small and enfirely separate States,
among which the most imporfant were
the Kipgdom of Piedmont or Bardinia,
the Grand Duchy of Tuseany, the Papal
States, the Kingdom of Naples, and the
two rich provinees in the north, Lombardy
and Venetia, whiech belonged to Austria.
There was po form of politieal union
among these Btates, not even that of a
loose confederation as in the ease of Ger-
many. Consequently, there was no Ital-
ian flag, no Italian reigning house, no
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The resulting trealy, however, did not
give the Italians all that they desired.
It gave them Lombardy, but aitempted
to restore to Austria the Dutchies of Tus-
cany and Modena, whose people had re-
volted against the Austrian rule. Lord
Palmerston would not sanction this. “The
people of the duchies,” he said, “have
as much right fo ehange their sovercigns
ns the English pedple or the French or th
Belgian or the Swedish. The annexalion
of the duchies to Piedmont will be an un-
fathomable good to Italy.” It would be
difficult to point out a bolder stroke for
freedom in any of the utterances of Mr.
Gladstone; and Palmerston’s predietion
proved true. ‘The duchies were annexed to
Piedmont in March, 1860, and a- small
State of less than five millions of people
had grown to & Kingdom of eleven mil-
lions in a single year. “This was the most
important change in fhe politieal sys-
tem of Europe sines 18157

ITIL.

Dealing similarly with the other States
of Earope Prof. Hazen skeiches sueees-
sively their development from 1870 to the
ontbreak of the great war in 1014, The
final chapter, which takes up a quarter
of the book, is devoted to the world war
itself. We doubt whether a better nar
rative of the great struggle can be found
in so short a spaece anywhere else. The
author's point of view is indiested by
his declaration that in the carlier years
of the war the leaders of France and
England and the nations ihey represented
were really’ defemding the pew world as
well as the old against the threats snd
endeavors of German aggression; and he
felt that “in such a contest the United
Btates belonged body and soul.”

From Aogust, 1914, to April, 1917, de
truly says that America passed through a
painfal, humilisting and —
perience. It is pleasant to recall, how-
ever, that all through this frying period
such men as Theodors Roosevelt and
Leonard Wood endeavored to arouse the
counfry to s sense of its duty and the dire
necessity of preparing to resist the Ger-
man foe,

In examining this book we have been

A Cr} ptic Sexen

IS order (o understand the

must first read the prefaes; then if
vou fml to make out what the play 1s
ahout vou may return to the preface. We
refer to The Segen Who Slept, a philo-
sophie dislogue (s0 we term it) by A.
Kingsley Porter. Ii is a preface wmith a
play; we cannot determine, however,
which was wrilten for the sake of which,
thongh we shrewdly suspeet that the
wrifer eould not erowd his thoughts into
cither to his entire satisfaction. Henee
OUr OWn UNeasmiess.

There is something in it all. The anthor
ie presnmably trying to demonstrate that
lies or illusions are the basis, the neeessary
basis, of our existence. Stll, as we lay
down the book, we are little wiser than
when w. eut the pages.

Mr. Kingsley Porter writes a pure and
fastidious if sumewnat mannered English,
and he would have done betler to com-
plete his preface and then stop. 'l'bephy
serves only to confuse.

play you

THE SEVEN WHO SLEPT. By A. Kixas-
1xr Poxrm. Boston: Marshall Joses

Compsuy.

An experienced British publicist, Edwin
Pugh, is writing the life of FH. G. Wells,
and Chesterion is going to run it serially
in The New Witness. Wisking Mr. Pugh
all sneeess, one hopes that Bernard Shaw
also will undertake a life of Wells. Mr.
Wells can then do Mr. Chesterton’s life,
and a highly pyrotechnical sort of pin-*
wheel will be ecomplete. (Key to this eas-
ket: Chesterton onee wrule Shaw's.)

The Forum is offering eash prizes for
fletion and other forms of writing illumi-
nating the present Mexiean situation.

College History of Modern Europe

nnable to recall any event of eonsequence
in the history of Europe since 1870 of
whieh thege is not some record or men-
tion in its pages Muech information of
interest and importanee not readily ob-
tainable elsewhere is econtained in the
chapter devoted to the smaller European
States. Nor are the Colonial possessions
of the great Powers neglected How
many persons know, we wonder, that “at
the opeming of the twentieth century the
Colanial Empire of Franee is eleven
{imes larger than FPrance itself™—1

Fifty Years of Ewrope is a capital
book that does homor to the umiversity
with whieh its anthor is eonnected.

FIPTY YEARS OF EUROPE: 1870-1919.
By Cumamss Dowsza Hams. Heary
Holt & Co. .

NE of the favorite indoor sports of

English writers and legal men of a
literary turn of mind is working out so-
lutions of Dickens’s The Mystery of Ed-
win Drood. Along comes Sir Harry
Johnston and tells us, in The Gay Dom-
beys, what happenad to several charncters
in Dpmbey and Somw; and now John Ays- .
m‘nﬂr&mw&em&mdm
hero of his second novel
Fernando, that when he was a lad he re-
told some of Dickens's stories in order to
have them come out according to his own
ideas.

Thes we read: “Fernando made Paul
Dombey recover and marry Cordelia Blim-
ber, spectacles and all; and Mr. Toots did
also marry Florence, though he expired,
quite painlessly, a few weeks before
Walter's . tedurn  from being  drowned—
‘drown-ded’ as Captain Cuttle put it. I'm
afraid be took the appalling hberty .of
making Ralph Nicklsby repent and lead
Miss La Creevey to the altar—which she
undoubtedly would have repemted. And
David Copperfield's mother never married
Mr. Muordsfone (which natorally saved
David mneh misery) but found a more
congenial partner in Mr. Dick—Miss Trot-
wood, espousing Agnes's father, was not
in the least jealous.”

The Man
Lamp

ovieg, MgrRicus
!hingd.eq)a' more
entertaning.

Order of your cwn
Bostseller o Jrom

By JANET LAING

Aurtor of “Before the Wind."”
Cloth, net, 1.90, postage exira.

Defightful an was “Before the Wind,” Mins Laing’s new

sppealing. 1 ke that, it sparkids with humaorous, kindly
story of advemure; but it is the riche: fdr a touch of some-
spiritual, ntth.zkmmg books worth while as well as

E.P.DUHON&CO.
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